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Standing Committee on Transportation and Public Works 

Resolution #1 

 
Resolution Urging Increasing and Consolidating Local Road, Bridge and 

Culvert Funding Distributed through CHIPS 

 
WHEREAS, funding for the Consolidated Local Streets and Highway Improvement 

Program (CHIPS) and enhanced State assistance to local governments through BRIDGE 

NY, PAVE NY and Extreme Winter Recovery initiatives in the latest state budget is 

helping counties to meet the overwhelming needs of the locally-owned transportation 

systems; and 

 
WHEREAS, while this additional funding is most welcomed and already being put to 

good use, locally-owned roads and bridges account for eighty-seven percent of the 

State’s 110,000 miles of roadways and 50 percent of the State’s 18,000 bridges and 

counties still struggle to raise enough funding for the maintenance and replacement of 

this vast system of aging and ailing infrastructure; and 

 
WHEREAS, studies show that half of local road pavements are rated fair or poor; and 

 
WHEREAS, New York State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli reports that 20.7% of 

bridges in New York are functionally obsolete and 12.8% are structurally deficient and 

the cost to repair all of these bridges is $27.4 billion dollars with local bridges more 

likely to be structurally deficient than state-owned bridges; and 

 
WHEREAS, programs designed to direct state funding directly to local transportation 

infrastructure needs such as CHIPS, PAVE NY, BRIDGE NY and Extreme Winter 

Recovery are undoubtedly helping to improve the conditions of New York’s roads, 

bridges and culverts as more of these critical projects are being funded each year; and 

 
WHEREAS, with the state seeking hundreds of millions of additional dollars to 

address the critical and deserving needs of the NYC transit system, the state’s 

commitment to MTA-NYSDOT capital plan parity will mean the historical expectation of 

a comparable increase in funding to address the unmet needs of state and local 

transportation infrastructure; and 

 
WHEREAS, CHIPS is the financial lifeblood of any local highway department, 

distributing vital and reoccurring state funding through a formula to every local 

government in the state yet the 2017-2018 State Budget holds the base level for CHIPS 

at $438M for the fifth year in a row; and 



WHEREAS, a safe and efficient statewide integrated transportation system is 

necessary for trade, economic development and revitalization, job creation and 

retention, schools, agriculture, businesses, health and hospital facilities and 

emergency responders, as well as the general traveling public. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 

Counties (NYSAC) commends Governor Cuomo and the New York State Legislature 

for recent budget actions enacted to enhance state investments in local roads, 

bridges and culverts, and urges that the state assistance to local highway 

departments continues at increasing levels and that the state’s commitment to MTA-

NYSDOT parity be further honored; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that state elected officials continue to partner with 

local governments and agree to increase CHIPS funding and consider consolidating 

Extreme Winter Recovery funds if available and PAVE NY into the CHIPS funding 

base in the future, the total of which to be distributed through the CHIPS formula, 

thus building on a program that provides a fair distribution of funds to every 

municipality in the state and maximizes flexibility for local highway departments to 

direct this funding to priority maintenance, pavement preservation, and bridge and 

culvert rehabilitation projects where it is needed most; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to 

member counties for their consideration; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution 

to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others 

deemed necessary and proper. 

 


